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By Dr. Sharon Ocker

No player probably
had more of an impact
on Morningside's
fortunesin men's
basketball than Dave
Schlesser 1975, the
“gentle giant" from

Maurice, lowa.

Standing 6 feet 11 inches tall - maybe even
7 feet - Schiesser could do it all. He was a great
rebounder and shot blocker, a better-than-
average passer and a respectable free throw
shooter. He set a North Central Conference (NCC)
single-season record that was never broken with
237 rebounds in 1974-75, and he was named the
NCC's Most Valuable Player in 1973-74 and 1974-
75, the only two seasons that he played.

How he was recruited is a story in itself.
Schlesser only played one year of high school
ball, which came his senior year at Le Mars
Gehlen. He said he didn't know much about
playing the game, but discovered that if he
"“followed the ball” after someone shot it, he
could pick up a few easy baskets.

Next Schlesser attended Sioux Empire Junior
College in Hawarden, lowa, where he continued
to develop his ahilities in basketball. While at
Sioux Empire, he also formed a great friendship
with Gary Gevik 1974, who encouraged him to
give Morningside a try.

Schlesser was interested in Morningside's
livestock marketing major, which was led by Dick
Weikert 1953. The two of them visited several
times, and then Weikert told Schlesser to contact
the newly appointed basketball coach, Dan
(Callahan.

(Callahan had not seen Schlesser play. His
scholarship money was about used up, so it was
difficult to offer a full ride. But somehow he did.
Schlesser said he wasn't sure if he could play in
the rugged NCC, but he would give it a try. Little
did either know how well it would work out.

Schlesser was a rapid learner. With able
tutoring from Callahan and assistant coach Lowell
Crippen 1930, and learning “on the job," he
quickly turned into a dominating force. Twice he
led the conference in rebounding, and twice he
was tops in field goal percentage. He also led
the loop in scoring one year and was the runner-
up the other.

A great team player, he always felt that he
couldn't have accomplished his individual honors
without the fine efforts of his teammates. He is
a quiet, friendly person who is well-liked by all
who know him.

Schlesser was rugged without being rough.
He didn't elbow people, but his elbows always
seemed to be in the way of opponents. He was
a hice guy whom opponents liked, but he was
always playing hard and not giving an inch. He
got belted around a good bit, suffering stitches
several times and even a broken jaw at Mankato.

He was not a great leaper, but he could jump
well and knew how to use his height to the
maximum. He was not fast, but
he could run the floor. He knew
where the rebound was likely
to come off, and he got there
to get it. He did not have
quick feet, but he had
excellent footwork. He was
very steady and consistent.

As the official scorer, |
remember thinking, “Dave
is not really having a good
night." But when | totaled
the book after the game,
he would have his 20 or so
points.

To Schlesser, the most
important thing in
baskethall was offensive
rebounding. The second
most important thing
was defensive
rebounding. His stats
are a living testimony
to his devotion to those
two aspects of
baskethall. He totaled
501 rebounds in his
last season for an
average of 16.7 per
game. He was no
slouchin the
classroom either. He
was voted to the
first-team on the
NCC All-Academic
team.

Schlesser was
named a National
Association of
Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA)

Honorable
Mention All-
American. He
was drafted in
the ninth round

GENTLE GIANT

by the Atlanta Hawks, but he had already signed
to go on a summer basketball tour in Europe and
never did actually try out for the pros.

For more stories about Schlesser's records,
his after-college play, and what he is doing
now, read The Morningsider online at
www.morningside.edu.



